Building the CUSTO M
HOME OFFICE

Building the

CUSTO M

HOMEOFFICE
Projects for the Complete
Work Space
NIALL BA

RRE
TT

The Taunton Press

Text

© 2002 © 2002
© 2002

by Niall Barrett

Photographs
Illustrations

by Chris Holden

by T he Taunton Press, Inc.

All rights reserved.

T he Taunton Press, Inc.,

63

South Main Street, PO Box

5506,

Newtown, CT

06470-5506

e-mail: tp@taunton.com

COVER DESIGN: Ann Marie Manca
IN TERIOR DESIGN AND LAYOUT: Lori Wendin
ILLUS TRATORS: Michael Gellatly, Ron Carboni, and Rosalie Vaccaro
COVER AND INTERIOR PHOTOGRAPHER: Chris Holden

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOGING-IN-PUBLICATION DATA:
Barrett, Niall.
Building the custom home office: projects for the complete work space
p. cm.
ISBN-l3: 978-1-56158-421-5
ISBN-IO: 1-56158-421-5
1. Home offices--Design and construction. 2. Dwellings--Remodeling.

I
l.

NialJ Barrett.

Title.

TH4816.3.034 B37 2002
2001044580

643'.58--dc21

Printed in the United States of America

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3
SAFETY NOTE:

Workin gwith wood is inherent yl dan gerous. Usin g hand or power too sl i mp ro per yl or i gnorin gstan 

dard safety practices can el ad to per manent in uj ry or even death. Don t' try to perfor m operations you e
l a rn a bout

here (or e sl ewhere ) un e
l ss you 're certain they are safe for you. If so methin ga bout an operation doesn t' fee l ri ght,

don t' do it. Look fo r another way. We want you to enjoy the craft, so p e
l ase keep sa fety fore most in you r min d

whenever you 're workin gwith wood.
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Introduction

A

RTI STS, SCHO LA R S , SCI E N T I STS, and
writers all traditionally worked at home, so the
home office has existed in our society for a long
time. It could be called the first professional
work environment. The studio, library, study,
and den, now thought of as living spaces, all evolved
from work spaces.
Almost all of us have some kind of work space in our
homes. Often it's nothing more than a corner of the
kitchen where bills pile up and phone calls are answered,
but just as often a small room or portion of a room is
devoted to the normal paperwork generated from run
ning a household. For the self-employed, this space
does double duty as a location for home and business
paperwork.
There is also a growing trend toward telecommuting,
or working in traditional office jobs from home. What
used to be a utopian ideal realized only by a talented few
has now become commonplace. New technology, system
atization of working practices, and demands for a better
quality of life have pushed many people into home
offices. Today some 20 million people in the United
States work from home, and it is estimated that world
wide the figure is around 40 million and growing.
Working in the home is practical primarily because of
the technology that makes communication so easy and
inexpensive. Telephone and data transmission between
the home and almost any place in the world is common
and easy to arrange.
Many companies now consider the traditional nine
to-five approach to working in commercial offices
to be outdated. Increasingly sophisticated computer
and communication systems have made it possible
for them to allow staff to work either full time or part
time at home.

Working at home is as much a lifestyle choice as a
business decision. Your own home office is the ultimate
expression of personal choice, embodying personal
autonomy and the power to create an environment
specially designed to meet your individual requirements,
peculiarities, and tastes. It can radically alter how you
view your work and leisure time. Working at home gives
you the flexibility and freedom to work from 1 1
to
8
or to work in your bathrobe if that is how and
when you are most creative and productive.
Manufacturers are flooding the market with home
office equipment such as computers, printers, copiers,
modems, fax machines, and telephones that can do
things I never knew needed doing. Even furniture manu
facturers see an opportunity to market desks and cabinets
that are uniquely designed to fit efficiently into the home.
Part of the fun of working at home is deciding how
you want your office to look, especially because there is
no need to re-create the look of a commercial office.
Magazines and books provide plenty of information on
how to organize and start up a business and there are
books on various aspects of the home office, but there
is precious little material on the nuts and bolts of build
ing your own home office.
In this book, I deal with the practical issues you need
to consider when you're setting up a home office. I've
included guidelines for design, layout, and ergonomics
as well as information on wiring, lighting, computer
equipment, and more. The guidelines are followed by
step-by-step instructions on how to build a modular suite
of office furniture. The project chapters show you how to
create a pleasing, integrated, coordinated office that can
be adapted to almost any space and style. Enjoy building
your office, but be careful that you don't end up with
such a wonderful space you won't want to leave it.
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